This book is a sort of pilgrimage among the cities and inhabitants of a world which only yesterday-as history goes-harbored the grandfathers and grandmothers of some millions of American citizens . . . For that world is no more. The fiery harrows of two world wars have passed closely across its soil within the lifetime of a generation; and in between it was a participant in one of the world's great revolutions . . . Sholom Aleichem is almost unknown to millions of Americans whose grandfathers made up his world. This is not simply a literary loss; it is a break-a very recent and disastrous one-in the continuity of a group history. (7) Samuel harnessed the world of Sholem Aleichem to the broader aim of rescuing the memory of a community that had been uprooted and decimated. The first obstacle to writing a biography of Sholem Rabinovitz is to reconstruct the historical context of Yiddish lifewriting beyond the myth of a community 'that is no more.' As Ken Frieden points out, 'A recurrent theme in the biography of SholemAleichem is the blurring of life and literature.' 5 In response, a biographer must uphold a clear distinction between the historical Sholem
